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1 | Which children are ad-
mitted to Waldorf schools?
Waldorf schools (also known
as Rudolf Steiner schools) are
basically open to all children -
irrespective of religion, ethnic
origin, world view, or income
of the parents. After detailed
informational parents' even-
ings, an individual admission
interview is conducted at the
school for each registered
child. The admissions commit-
tee consisting of teachers puts
together a class that is as bal-
anced as possible. Since there
are usually more applications
than places, a school place is
unfortunately not guaranteed.
Pupils can also be transferred
in from other schools in the
upper grades.



2 | How are Waldorf
schools different from
other schools?

Waldorf schools aim to de-
velop intellectual, creative,
artistic, practical and social
skills in children and adoles-
cents in equal measure. From
the first year of school, Waldorf
pupils generally learn two for-
eign languages. Boys and girls
knit, sew and tailor together in
needlework classes, and later
use saws, hammers and files
together in woodwork classes.
In every eighth and twelfth
grade, the entire class rehears-
es a demanding theatre piece
and all students choose a topic
of their choice as a major an-
nual project to work on, both
in theory and practice. The
subjects of horticulture and
eurythmy, unknown in other
schools, are fixed components
of the curriculum.

3 | Who was Rudolf
Steiner and what does he
have to do with Waldorf
education?

Rudolf Steiner was the
founder of Waldorf education.
Emil Molt, owner of the Wal-
dorf Astoria cigarette factory
at the time, founded the first
Waldorf school in Stuttgart
together with him in 1919. The
content and method of Waldorf
education build on Rudolf
Steiner's insights into the prin-
ciples of child and adolescent
development. Today the Peda-
gogical Research Center at the
Association of Independent
Waldorf Schools is responsible
for the constant updating and
further development of the
framework curriculum. In
addition to education, Rudolf
Steiner's spiritual scientific
research-he called it anthro-
posophy-also found its way
into biodynamic agriculture,
anthroposophical medicine,
and art.



4 | Does a child have to
be artistically gifted to be
a good fit for attending

a Waldorf school?

No, the Waldori school is a
school for all kinds of young
people. However, recent brain
research has impressively
proven that children and ado-
lescents acquire many compe-
tencies through artistic prac-
tice that extend far beyond the
immediate activity. Therefore,
when Waldorf pupils paint,
draw, sculpt or make music,
the primary goal is to train dif-
ferentiated perceptions and
develop their creative poten-
tial; the particular talents of
individual pupils are, of course,
taken into account. Waldorf
teachers strive to develop their
students' intellect, creativity
and independent personality
in equal measure.

5 | Isn't it the case that
mainly children with learn-
ing difficulties go to a
Waldorf school?

No. Explicitly and definitely
no. At Waldorf schools, chil-
dren of all abilities learn just
as they do at regular public
schools, except that here, in
addition to intellectual abili-
ties, equal weight is given to
social and artistic abilities. The
individual support of children
with special needs is an impor-
tant pillar of Waldorf educa-
tion, which is implemented
either in schools with an in-
clusive concept or in special
curative schools.



6 | Is it true that at
Waldorf schools no grades
or scores are given and

no pupil has to repeat a
school year?

Even though Waldorf schools
refrain from issuing grades in
the lower and middle school,
student work is of course hon-
oured; instead of standardised
scores, teachers write individ-
ual assessments which devote
equal attention to the pupils'
personal development and
learning progress as well as
their classwork. Thus, it is not
only the level of knowledge
that counts, but the overall de-
velopment over a given period
of time. Beginning at the end
of middle school, grades are
also given, but in parallel with
the individual assessments de-
scribed above. Waldorf stu-
dents learn in a stable class
community from the first to the
twelfth grade, regardless of the
school-leaving certificate they
are aiming for. No one is left
behind along the way.

7 | Without grades and
without the possibility of
having to repeat a school
year: are the children then
motivated to learn at all?
Since Waldorf lessons are very
activity-oriented and tailored
to the respective developmen-
tal stage of the pupils, this
question rarely arises. The
children and adolescents de-
velop self-initiative not be-
cause of external pressure to
perform, but out of lively inter-
est and personal enthusiasm
for the diverse lesson content.
The teachers design these
lessons creatively and realisti-
cally, so that the contents are
oriented to the children's per-
sonal world and convey their
own varied experiences. Wal-
dorf teachers prepare for this
demanding pedagogical activ-
ity at their own seminars and
colleges.



8 | Isn't Waldorf education
something like the illusion
of an ideal world? Can

the pupils cope with the
"harsh reality" later on

in their lives?

Practical experience shows
that Waldorf students in parti-
cular are especially valued by
instructors of all kinds. In a
school that addresses not only
intellectual abilities, key skills
such as the ability to work in

a team, creativity, and the
capacity to think in terms of
processes are developed and
encouraged from the very first
day of school. Extensive gradu-
ate studies show that Waldorf
students are highly successful
in all fields of study and occu-
pations.

9 | What leaving certifi-
cates can be attained at a
Waldorf school?

All Since the individual fed-
eral states each have their own
school laws, there are differ-
ences, but the basic rule is that
the usual state qualifications
can be acquired at a German
Waldorf school: Hauptschulab-
schluss (basic secondary school
leaving certificate) and Re-
alschulabschluss (intermediate
school leaving certificate) as
well as the Abitur (university
education entrance qualifica-
tion) and usually also the Fach-
hochschulreife (qualification
for technical college). At the
end of the twelfth school year
(at some schools at the end of
the eleventh grade), many
Waldorf schools offer their own
Waldorf School Leaving Cer-
tificate, which gives their stu-
dents the opportunity to pre-
sent their individually acquired
competencies alongside the
examination subjects of the
state certificates. The thir-
teenth school year is usually
used for targeted preparation
for Abitur/Fachhochschulreife.



10 | Is the Waldorf School
actually expensive?

It is a principle of Waldorf
schools not to reject any child
for financial reasons. How-
ever, since the subsidies to in-
dependent schools in all fed-
eral states are lower than those
received by public schools,
Waldorf schools have to charge
tuition fees to parents-even
though they have proven to be
more efficiently run than pub-
lic schools. In order to make

it possible for all children to
attend school, however, the
teachers and parents form soli-
darity groups, structured some-
what differently at each school,
that strive to balance out the
different financial possibilities
of the various families.

11 | The Waldorf schools
call themselves "free
schools". Does that mean
that the children there

are educated in an anti-
authoritarian way?

The term “free schools” does
not mean that there are no
rules there, but that they are
so-called “schools in free
sponsorship” and enjoy exten-
sive autonomy in shaping
their pedagogical programme.
Waldorf teachers build a rela-
tionship with their pupils in the
lower grades that is charac-
terised by “loving authority”.
Children seek their bound-
aries. Only when they experi-
ence boundaries from adults
do they feel secure enough to
experience and explore their
own personality. As the grades
progress, the teacher-pupil re-
lationship increasingly trans-
forms into a more comprehen-
sive learning partnership.



12 | Why do children
have one and the same
class teacher in the first
eight years of school,

if possible?

It is now well-researched

scientific finding that a trust-
ing relationship is the most
important basis for learning.
In this way, children can
develop well and healthily in
a community that is charac-
terised by consistency and
rhythm. In order to be a reli-
able support for them, a Wal-
dorf class teacher accompanies
his or her class for six to eight
years, if possible, and teaches
at least the first two hours of a
school day every morning. In
alternating “blocks” the class
teacher holds lessons on mate-
rial of different subject areas
for several weeks at a time. In
the process, they get to know
the pupils intimately and can
respond individually to their
strengths and weaknesses.

13 | What is meant by a
"block lesson"?

During the first two hours of
each school day, the class
works intensively on one sub-
ject area at a time for several
consecutive weeks. For exam-
ple, pupils have two hours of
math, geography, German, his-
tory, or another major subject
every morning for three weeks.
After a few weeks, the content
of the block changes to a dif-
ferent subject. Pupils have the
opportunity of connecting with
each block intensively. Basic
skills, such as arithmetic and
writing, are reinforced in on-
going practice sessions that
extend beyond the period
classes. Following the block
lessons, subject teachers take
over classes in sports, foreign
languages, eurythmy, religion,
music, and handcraft and artis-
tic subjects.



14 | Can a teacher actu-
ally be qualified in all
subjects?

Class teachers actually cover
a wide range of subjects at a
Waldorf school. They are
specifically prepared for this
by special training, which they
undergo in a full course of
study or postgraduate courses
following scientific or peda-
gogical training at one of the
seminars in the Federation of
Independent Waldorf Schools
or at a university with Waldorf
qualifications. Class, subject,
and upper school teachers are
required to complete training
that is at least equivalent to
teacher training for public
schools. In the lower and mid-
dle school, the focus of all
learning is not only on impart-
ing pure subject knowledge,
but also on enabling the stu-
dents to have a lively, experi-
ence-saturated relationship
with the learning content. In
this way, learning can be en-
joyable for an entire lifetime.

15 | Doesn't the necessary
preparation for graduation
come up short when there
are so many internships,
theatre plays, and craft
projects?

It is true that these activities,
together with the learning
workload, mean a double bur-
den for the students in some
school years. However, experi-
ence shows that test perfor-
mance does not suffer as a re-
sult. The average final scores
in standard exams conducted
in the higher grades at Waldorf
schools are at least on a par
with those of graduates of pub-
lic schools.



16 | How are adolescents in
the upper grades prepared
for the world of profes-
sional or vocational work?

In the upper grades, academi-
cally or technically trained
teachers work with adolescents
in all subjects. The practical
skills that the students have ac-
quired throughout their school-
ing are supplemented from the
eighth grade onward by various
practical internships: in agricul-
tural and forestry internships,
field measurement (surveying)
internship, industrial and social
internships, adolescents receive
a distinctly real-life training ba-
sis. The real purpose of these
internships is not to find a par-
ticular career, but above all to
practice important social skills.
Some Waldorf schools also pre-
pare students for a trade certifi-

cate parallel to their school leav-

ing certificate, others document
all practical and cognitive learn-
ing experiences in the upper
school (from grade 9) in a so-
called Waldorf graduation port-
folio, which can be presented
when applying for a job.

17 | Are the children taught
a specific ideology at the
Waldorf school?

The anthroposophy developed
by Rudoli Steiner is an aid to
knowledge for the teachers, but
at no time is it the subject of
class lessons. Since the Waldorf
school is an interdenominational
school, it is initially the parents
who decide which religious in-
struction their child should at-
tend. Later, the adolescents
decide this question for them-
selves.



18 | What is the subject of
eurythmy all about?
Eurythmy (literally: good,
beautiful rhythm) is an art of
movement taught in all classes
at Waldorf schools. In contrast
to gymnastic, pantomimic or
dance movements, which can
be designed completely freely,
in eurythmy there is a very
specific gesture for each spo-
ken sound and tone-it is there-
fore speech and music made
visible. In speech eurythmy, for
example, the students repre-
sent the sounds that live in a
poem, and in tone eurythmy
what lives in the tone intervals
of a musical composition. In
the process, skills such as co-
ordination, locating oneself in
space, moving in an ensemble,
a movement to music or recita-
tion are trained, very much as
an individual, but within a
community.

19 | What role do the
natural sciences play at
the Waldorf School?
Between the fourth and eighth
grades, science instruction is
based on the precise observa-
tion of biological, physical
and chemical phenomena and
on the independent discovery
of respective scientific laws.
From the ninth grade onward,
abstract model concepts and
the conceptualization of mod-
ern natural sciences come to
the fore, with the teaching con-
tinuing to be an open-ended,
exploratory process based on
the students' own perceptions
and conclusions. A PISA study
on the natural sciences con-
ducted in Austria attested that
Waldorf students had far
above-average competencies
in the natural sciences and ex-
plicitly attributed this to the
phenomenological teaching
methods, which were de-
scribed as exemplary.



20 | What role do digital
media play at the Waldorf
school?

Media education is an integral
part of the Waldori school
curriculum. It begins initially
as an "indirect media educa-
tion" in which the younger
children experience the world
with all their senses and en-
gage with it creatively and
imaginatively using a variety
of materials. In the process,
they develop their ability to
make judgments, which is a
necessary prerequisite for in-
dependent use of digital me-
dia. These are introduced step
by step in the classroom after
extensive experience with ana-
logue media. In addition to
practical handling, a real un-
derstanding of the technologi-
cal foundations and function-
ing of the internet becomes
important, which in the upper
school extends to reflection on
the worldwide social effects of
these technologies, leading to
a mature use of digital media.

21 | What if my family
moves?

In Germany there is a Waldorf
school within reach almost
everywhere-currently (June
2022) there are 255, but new
schools are founded every
year. On our homepage
(waldorfschule.de) you can
find the schools nearest you.
Each Waldorf school will make
every effort to accept Waldorf
students after they move. Mov-
ing to and from regular public
schools does mean a change,
but it is possible and not un-
common. If you plan to move
abroad, there are over 1,200
Waldorf schools worldwide -
and the trend is clearly on the
rise. This makes Waldorf
schools the largest non-denom-
inational and non-public edu-
cational movement in the
world.



In conclusion

In this presentation, an
attempt has been made to
answer the most frequently
asked questions about the
Waldorif/Steiner schools in
a clear and concise manner.
Naturally, not every topic can
be dealt with exhaustively.
Detailed information about
the Waldorf School can be
found on the internet at
www.waldorfschule.de.
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